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may sit up too late, which he would not do if he had not candles; but nobody will deny that the art of making-candies, by which light is continued to us beyond the time that the sun gives us light, is a valuable art, and ought to be preserved.' JlnsWKi.u ' Hut, Sir, would it not be better to follow Nature; and go to herd and rise just as nature gives us light: or with-holds it?1 JOHNSON. 'No, Sir; for then we should have no kind of equality in the partition of our time between sleeping and waking. It would be very different in different seasons and in different places. In some of the northern purls (if Scotland how little light is there in the depth of winter!'
We talked of Tacitus', and I ha/arded an opinion, that with all his merit for penetration, shrewdness of judgement, and terseness of expression, ho was too compact, too much broken into hints, as it weiv, and therefore too difficult to be understood. To my great satisfaction, Dr. Johnson sanctioned this opinion. ' Tacitus, Sir, seems to me rather to have made notes for an historical work, than to have written a history'4.'
At this time it appears from his Prayers and Meditations, that he had been more than commonly diligent in religious duties, particularly in reading the Holy Scriptures. It was Passion Week, that solemn season which the Christian world has appropriated to the commemoration of the mysteries of our redemption, and during which, whatever embers of religion are in our breasts, will be kindled into pious warmth.
yielding to the surest ions of pride, while I persuade myself that I am following the maxims of policy.1 In '/'//<•• filter, No. 26, he attacked those who'hold it little less than criminal to teach poor pflrls to read and write,1 and who .say that'they who are born to poverty arc born to ignorance, and will work the harder the less they know.'
1 Taeitus's //i/T^vAr, di. xii., was no doubt quoted in reference to the .shortness of the northern winter day.
3 It is remarkable, that Lord Monboddo, whom, on account of his resembling Dr. Johnson in .some, purtieulars, Fonte, called an El/evir edition of him, has, by coincidence, made the, very same remark. Origin and Progress of /.ttH^uii^f, vol. Hi. and ed. p. aiy. BOSWKLL. Sec Doswdl's Jh'brities, Aug. 21, note.
I paiderly bestowed, but I shall always fear to withhold them, lest I should be
